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“Immigrants not welcome here?”       
As an attorney practicing Immigration Law

since 1990 and more recently representing
clients in wrongful dismissal claims, it is clear
that the proposed Quebec Charter of Values is
a wanton aggression on fundamental rights.
In a province with such a rich diversity of
communities I cannot believe that this is
something that could ever come into law. The
Parti Quebecois government is sending an
insidious message that some people are not
wanted here. As responsible Quebecers we
must oppose it and let all Quebecers know
what the dangers of such a proposal are.

Lawyers from our firm have travelled on
business missions with the Government of
Quebec (Team Canada and Equipe Quebec
Missions) and have watched our provincial
governments whether Liberal or Parti
Quebecois promote Quebec as a multi-cultur-
al community that welcomes individuals
from around the world, offering them the
opportunity to become full members of our
society, while maintaining their religious
beliefs and culture. They have encouraged
immigration and presented Quebec as a place
that welcomes individuals of diverse religious
beliefs and culture.  It is ironic that after such
solicitation and encouragement, that the
Marois Government has now decided that
these same individuals are not welcome. 

Many of our clients, who have chosen
Quebec as their home, wear Hijabs, Turbans,
Kippahs, ornamental crosses and other reli-
gious symbols. They are doctors, lawyers,
teachers, engineers, business people, and stu-
dents and come here with the greatest desire
to contribute to Quebec society.  They work in
the private and public sector and chose
Montreal as the place they thought welcomed

them as full members of society, including
their right to religious freedom.  

Should this Charter come into law individ-
uals working in the Public Sector as teachers,
nurses, doctors or other professions will be
told to take off their religious/cultural garb or
resign. Quebecers should not have to choose
between their religious beliefs and economic
well-being.   In Labour law this is called con-
structive dismissal and under existing law,
provides the individual with the same rights
and recourses against their employer as
wrongful dismissal, since changes in the
terms of employment that force an individual
to quit are tantamount to being fired.  This
argument is one that the Federal
Government should use to illustrate the
unconstitutionally of this proposed Charter of
Values, should it come in to law, as it clearly
infringes on an individual’s religious rights as
guaranteed in the Canadian Charter of Rights
and Freedoms.

Mitchell Brownstein is managing partner
of the Law Firm Brownstein, Brownstein and
Associates specializing in Immigration and
Wrongful Dismissal Law.  He is also a
Municipal Councillor for the City of Cote
Saint Luc.

Quebec's Pandora's Box opened
While the debate over Quebec's Charter of

Values swirls about, a palatable sense of fear
and anxiety instills so many I speak with
about the potential future it could bring,
should it pass. Yet whether or not this so-
called law comes to pass, so few seem to be
aware of what has already ignited-that we
have crossed a point of no return.

A government is the proverbial parent of
the state, and its citizens the children. And

THE “CHARTER” - YOUR VOICE, YOUR VALUES

A  CAQ attack should
be next for you

It was good to see! You didn't have to agree with all their views, but it was
good to see tens of thousands of Montrealers getting off their couches and
into the streets and saying "No" to the divisive politics of the Marois admin-
istration this past Saturday. This time Montrealers weren't just complain-
ing on talk shows or in letters to editors. They were putting themselves out
there. That is to be applauded.

As much as it would have been better- and bigger - if the organizers had
not done this on the holiest day of the Jewish calendar, the throngs of
demonstrators represented the diversity of this city. Anglophones and fran-
cophones, religious and secular, all creeds, colors and faiths. And their
messages and placards were not couched in particularist, religious
metaphors, but rather  universal, inclusive principles.

We now have offer a suggestion for the next march, which Saturday's
organizers said was sure to come. Take it to the doors of the CAQ. It is time
to get the party and its leader, M.Legault, to stop using fence-sitting as a
policy tool.

From the time of the election campaign when M.Legault said he was
against sovereignty, but would remain neutral in a referendum; to the Bill
14 debate when the CAQ's position was that they would oppose only certain
provisions, to the present "Values" question where Legault has declared he
could support some of it, the CAQ is always trying to walk both sides of the
street. That's not leadership. If a party will always try and please everybody,
the only thing it will succeed in doing is betraying everybody. Including its
own conscience.

Does that mean that reasonable people can't agree with parts of a pro-
posed law and not with others? Certainly not. And there are many who
quite properly make a good case for some lay regulations in certain areas
of the public square. But this Charter was not meant for discussion. This
Charter was meant to appeal to the lowest common denominator.

It was meant to stir the old fears and continue the politics of division and
discord that is the "Hail Mary" pass of the PQ whenever it sees itself in trou-
ble. It is venally opportunistic and poisonous to Quebec. For that reason,
Legault should be unequivocal in his opposition. The CAQ holds the bal-
ance of power and therefore the balance of responsibility.

Liberal leader Phillipe Couillard came out boldly and declared that this
Charter will pass "Over my dead body." United opposition on this PQ last
gasp may finally put an end to a Marois administration that has failed on
every file. Failed on civil and language rights. Failed on job creation. Failed
on education. And now fails on social cohesion.

The CAQ could be the last nail,in the PQ's coffin. So let's go Montrealers!
Make the next demonstration even bigger, and take the attack to the CAQ!
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