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The Suburban

The Association of Suburban
Municipalities, representing the
15 demerged cities, released a
statement opposing the charter,
saying the plan “reveals a con-
scious denial of the multicultur-
al reality of Montreal and will
only lead to division and exclu-
sion. The plan threatens the
rights and freedoms guaranteed
in the Canadian Charter of
Rights and Freedoms and the
Quebec Charter of Human
Rights and Freedoms.”

Côte St. Luc Mayor Anthony
Housefather said, “I am appalled.
I believe this charter does not
reflect the common values of
Quebec society but rather the
narrow and mean-spirited values
of the government and violates
both the federal and Quebec
charters of rights in its attack on
religious freedom. The ban on
religious symbols has a dispro-
portionate effect on members of

By P.A. Sévigny
The Suburban

Despite the fact that thou-
sands of people were already
standing around waiting for the
march to begin, thousands
more were coming out of the
Berri-De Montigny Metro sta-
tion in order to join last
Saturday's demonstration
against the government's pro-

posed new Charter of Quebec
Values. The marchers stretched
for some 20 blocks at one point.

“Values, what values?” asked
Marie-Anne Martella as she
waited for the march to begin
making its way down the street.
“This is all about human rights,
and there's no way you can let
anybody - and that includes the
government - meddle with our
rights.”

While the atmosphere was
relaxed and friendly, there was
also a palpable feeling of frus-
tration if not outright resent-
ment about the government's
so-called 'values' charter which
is effectively driving a wedge
between Quebec's rural com-
munities and its newly-arrived
immigrant communities which
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Thousands rally against
Marois government's charter
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By Beryl Wajsman, Editor
The Suburban

An Ipsos poll to be released shortly
demonstrates that an overwhelming
majority of Montrealers would sup-
port special status for the City.
Recognizing the precarious econom-
ic state of Quebec's metropolis - and
the damage being inflicted by the
provincial government's language,
taxation and cultural policies - the
poll shows that francophones and
anglophones would back greater con-
trol by the City over tax expenditures
and independence in applying law
and legislation relating to Quebec's
social agenda.

The poll was commissioned by the
civil rights group CRITIQ, and arose
out of the support and assistance
given by it to the Fondation Montréal
Cité-État. The Fondation's Michel
David, one of the city's most respect-
ed corporate and organizational
strategic planners, said that, "For too
long Montreal has been ignored, neg-
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