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By Andrew Soong
The Suburban

The Juvenile Kuper Kodiaks
girls shut out the HRHS
Huskies 2-0 to take this year’s
GMAA final Tuesday at the
Glenn J. Chamandy arena.

“It was a real team effort,”
said Kodiaks head coach
Brittany Privée about the
championship match-up. “I
think the other team executed
well, but our girls stepped-up.”

Both teams were deadlocked
for the better part of the open-
ing period with no clear leader
passing back and forth over
their respective blue lines. The
impasse was finally broken by
the Kodiaks in the closing
minutes of the period with a
goal by Cynthia Crispino
assisted by the Jordyn
Kavanagh. In the closing sec-
onds of the period the Kodiaks
extended their lead with a sec-
ond Kodiak goal by Kyla
Morris reasserting mastery of
the ice.

“We had a slow start to the
game, but definitely competed
as the game went on,” said

Huskies head coach Gillian
Merrifield about the late after-
noon championship match-up.
“They are a strong team with a
lot of depth and we got some
momentum in the game, but
just couldn’t get the puck in.” 

The game was scoreless for
the remaining two periods
with both teams neck and neck
for command of the puck that
included both goalies pounded
with a constant flurry of shots
on goal guarded by unflinch-
ing defence lines allowing lim-
ited opportunities to score.
The Huskies often came close,
but were unsuccessful in
catching the Kodiaks’ earlier
surge as the minutes ticked-
away to the final 2-0 score.
Privée conceded that game
MVP and goalie Victoria
Bakopanos “made a few key
saves that if she didn’t the
game would have been differ-
ent.”

“The second period was well
balanced between both
teams,” said Privée about the
close championship match-
up. “They have a good team
with a good team effort and we
held them, but it was defini-
tively a close game.”
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By Mike Hickey
The Suburban

John Rennie’s Meagan Charbonneau
saved her best performance of the year
for the season’s final game and has been
named The Suburban Athlete of the
Week. The John Rennie Grade 10 student
was outstanding in leading John Rennie
to a 59-50 victory over Howard S.
Billings in the GMAA juvenile girls’
championships. She scored a career-high
38 points connecting on five three-
pointers and 17 of 19 foul shots, many of
them coming when the game was on the
line.

Playing under pressure is something
Meagan excels at. “I love playing on
teams, you meet so many people and
make friends for a lifetime,” she said in a
recent interview. “During practice you
work hard and do all the drills. There’s a
lot of pressure during games and I just
love it.”

Meagan, whose first encounter with

basketball was at age 10 when she joined
the West Islander Lakers house league,
also plays for the Lakers juvenile AAA
team. Combining practices, games and
schoolwork requires time management
skills.

“For school, I do a lot of my homework
during school and right when I get home
so that way I’m able to go to my practices
in the evening or games on the weekend.
It’s not always fun but I get it done.”

Charbonneau and her teammates
have won a silver and two gold medals in
the last three years and, with a strong
returning nucleus, Rennie would be a
pre-season pick for another GMAA title
although she has also aspirations that go
beyond high school.

“It would be amazing if we win
another gold medal and we’re all hoping
we will. I really want to go to and play in
college then hopefully receive a scholar-
ship to the States. If that doesn’t happen,
I’m going to continue and play in
University.”

Kuper blanks Huskies for juvenile girls’ crown

Meagan Charbonneau 
shows MVP skills

ATHLETE OF THE WEEK

“It was a real team effort,” said Kodiaks head coach Brittany Privée about the championship match-up. “I think the
other team executed well, but our girls stepped-up.”

“I really want to go to and play in college then hopefully receive a scholarship to the
States. If that doesn’t happen, I’m going to continue and play in University,” Meagan
Charbonneau said.


