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By Mike Hickey
The Suburban

At a time in his life when most of his
contemporaries are slowing down and fi-
nalizing retirement plans, Martin Parnell
has embarked on a herculean quest. The
former mining executive left the formal
business world years ago at the tender
age of 47 to devote his life to getting into
shape and raising money for charity, par-
ticularly the Right to Play movement.

“Quests for Kids” is an international
fundraising campaign lead by Parnell,
who set out in 2010 to complete 10
“Quests” in five years with a goal of rais-
ing $1 million to help 20,000 children
worldwide with Right to Play. This fall he
is completing his tasks with a stopover
earlier this week in Montreal. 

“For several years I was a consultant
and then I bought and managed some
properties with my brother and lately I
been a keynote speaker,” Parnell said in
an interview Monday. “I am able to
arrange my work schedule around my
trips and fundraising.”

This year’s quest by the Athlete Ambas-
sador for Right to Play, involved visiting
10 universities in 26 days from coast-to-
coast. Starting appropriately at Quest
University in Squamish, British Colum-
bia and finishing in St. John’s Newfound-
land, Parnell has played volleyball,
European handball, ball hockey, quid-
ditch, ice hockey, ultimate Frisbee, tun-

nel ball, capture the flag, ran 100-metre
dash and was in Montreal Monday morn-
ing to participate in a love clap.

Over 600 people packed an auditorium
in McGill University’s Leacock Building
Monday morning to break a record for
Love Claps, an exercise that involves
clapping movements finishing with the
participants blowing a kiss. 

“It was a wild atmosphere with stu-
dents from McGill and a local high
school (FACE),” Parnell said.

Talking to the captive audience, Par-
nell emphasized the tam nature of his
fundraising activities. However there is
no denying that Parnell has been a driv-
ing force in raising money and aware-
ness for the Right to Play movement.

“It was during a four-month cycling
trip from Egypt to South Africa (in 2005)
that I first experienced the power of
sport,” he said. 

“I would often stop and play sports
with the local children. I couldn’t speak
the language but could see how sport
raises the spirit.”

Through an old acquaintance, he was
introduced to Right to Play, the human-
itarian organization that empowers chil-
dren through sports programs in some
of the most disadvantaged areas of the
world. Wanting to get involved, Martin
undertook a “Marathon Quest 250”, run-
ning five marathons a week, during
which he covered a total distance of
10,550km and raised $320,000.

SPORTS

Love Claps for children sports as
Right to Play activist visits Montreal

“It was a wild atmosphere with students from McGill and a local high school (FACE),” Parnell
said.
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